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Principalôs Newsletter 

"Why do you search for the Living One among the dead?"  
            (Luke 24:5)  
Last Sunday was Easter---a time when we begin to anticipate the joyful, culminating  

celebration of our Risen Lord. Each year, Easter marks a turning point in our daily living. 
The darkness of evenings gives way to the brightness of setting suns. Nature itself takes on 

a refreshing aspect with its bright colors and many joyful sounds. The freshness of new life 

and the prospects of the summer months are reflected in our personal encounters and con-
versations as we begin to feel that a turning point has been reached.  
  

When we set out on our Lenten journey,  several weeks ago,  we were reminded of the  

appeal God continues to make to each one of us: "Come back to me with all your heart, for 

I am all tenderness and compassion." This 'coming back' is the turning point to which we 
are called. This Easter season, rising above our doubts and fears, our weaknesses and  

frailties, through the grace of the Resurrection, let us remember that Easter is a great celebration of the 

love of God,  which reaches out to us in our journey, and is the guarantee of our hope.  
  

This Easter as we reflect on the resurrection of JESUS, may we realize that hope is never  
extinguished. In time, our own struggles can lead us to new insights and new ways of being. However, 

as seasonal changes take time, so we also need to be patient with ourselves and with others as we 

come to know the hope that the resurrection of Jesus offers. I pray that you experience this hope in all 

sorts of amazing ways. May we live this Easter, and in all common time, in the unlimited promise and 
power of His Resurrection.  

He is Risen! Alleluia! 

CONTEST WINNERS 
 

Congratulations to the winners of the 

Knights of Columbus coloring  

contest.  

First Place: Jarred Devicaisð5th grade  

Second Place: Ian Varquezð4th grade 

Third Place: Aylin Padillað6th grade 
 

The Knights also awarded Honorable  

Mention to the following students: 

    Hannah Zielinskið2nd grade 

    Robert Duð4th grade 

    Matthew Thomasð5th grade 

    Rebecca Pearsonð4th grade 

    Sydney Sargisð6th grade 

    Sierra Aguirreð7th grade 

    Danielle Evansð8th grade 

Congratulations to everyone who  

participated in the contest. All the pictures 

were beautiful. 

STRONG FINANCIAL POSITION 
 

With our strong financial  

position, it is important to point 

out that we are less impacted by 

budget cuts, although parents 

should be aware that their in-

vestment in Catholic education 

is paying dividends, despite federal and 

state woes. For example, all Catholic 

schools in the Diocese save the State of  

Illinois 138 million dollars! St. Andrew 

School itself saves the State (i.e., the  

taxpayer) over one million dollars. Close 

estimates say our real number is 1.2 million. 

Letôs pray for the success of our continued 

mission, and know that the staff of SAS is 

doing more with less, and has been for 

years. Thank you for your support of SAS 

and for your involvement in Catholic  

education.  
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HOT LUNCH FORMS 
 

The Hot Lunch forms for May are 

due back no later than Friday, April 

16. No late orders will be accepted.  

 

SCHOOL BOARD OPENINGS 
 

Nomination forms for membership on the St. Andrew School Board are available from 

the school office and the parish office. Father Gregor and Mr. Leppert are looking for 

new members, including those without children in the school. There will be three (3) 

membership openings for the 2010-2011 school year.  Members of the Board must 

meet the following criteria: 

Display an interest in, and a commitment to, Catholic education and to the 

schoolôs philosophy & mission  

Be able to reach consensus and deal with situations as they relate to the good of 

the entire school community 

Be able and willing to attend school, parish and diocesan meetings, retreats and  

 workshops 

Be able and willing to participate in committee work 

Maintain high levels of integrity and confidentiality 

Be a credible witness of the Catholic faith 

Be at least 18 years of age 

The Board functions as an advisory body to the Pastor and Principal.  The mission of the Board 

is to support excellence in Catholic education through sound fiscal planning, to review and help 

formulate school policy, and to foster a meaningful and supportive relationship with the Parish 

community.  If you are interested in assuming an active position on the Board, please complete 

the nomination papers and return to the school office no later than Friday, April 23.   

PRAYERS NEEDED 
 

Grandma Louise Prassa, aide in fourth 

grade, is in the hospital recovering 

after she had surgery over Easter 

break. Please keep her in your prayers 

& we hope for a full recovery. 

2nd ANNUAL CRUSADE 
 

The Crusade will be on Tuesday, April 

20. You received the pledge sheet in the 

last newsletter. If you need another one 

we have extras in the office. There will 

be a Crusade meeting on Tuesday, 4/13 

at 7 P.M. in the St. Mary Center. Try to 

attend, but if you canôt make it, we would 

still love to have your help. Call or email 

for the form. Thanks.  

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION! 
 

In the next couple of weeks, youôre sure to spot cameramen around school. Weôre 

not shooting a new version of Gone With The Wind.  Weôll be filming students, par-

ents, teachers and staff for a new interactive recruiting brochure for St. Andrews. 
 

Imagine receiving a CD from St. Andrews, chocked full of information on the 

school ï as well as pictures, background footage, and video testimonials from our 

students, parents, teachers and staff ï telling the virtues of our school.  Weôll be distributing cop-

ies to families throughout our parish and throughout our community.  Those who receive it will 

simply insert it into their computers and it will open up like a web site with full multimedia con-

tent and easy navigation. 

Our goal is to attract many more families to our school - to provide more students, more friends, 

and greater community at St. Andrew. If youôd like to ñbe in picturesò and promote our school, 

weôd love to film you. Please call Linda Bitzer in the school office at x420. 
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COMPUTER TUTORING 
 

The free Computer Tutoring on 

Thursdays from 2:30 to 3:30 P.M. 

and every morning from 7:30 A.M. 

to 7:55 A.M. will continue.  Please 

e-mail Mrs. Zilka the day before so she can 

reserve a spot for you. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

The 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th grades are 

invited to join us on April 24 for the 

Graduation Dance. More  

information will follow. We are 

looking forward to seeing you there! 

RICE BOWL UP-DATE 
 

The generosity of the students is  

overwhelming and we have much to 

be proud of with our Lenten efforts 

and Social Justice outreach. Special 

thanks to the parents who encouraged and 

supported this project. The final amount 

collected was $652.39. It all adds up to 

help a worthy cause.  

FAMILY NIGHT 
 

Thank you to all those who attended 

the Family Night at Doggie Diner on 

3/23. We received a check for 

$119.06 from Doggie Diner. This 

money will benefit programs for our  

students at SAS.  

LETôS GO SHOPPING 
 

Keep shopping at the Promenade & 

it's not too late to sign up for the 

emails.  

MARKET DAY 
 

The Market Day order forms  

are due back to school by 4/15 

or you can order online by 11 P.M. on 

4/19. The  pick-up will be Thursday, April 

22, 4:30-5:30 P.M. If you would like to 

help or if you have any questions call Jodie 

Nelson at 815-407-0748. 

RAFFLE TICKETS 
 

Please return your money for the  

Annual School Raffle tickets if you 

have not done so yet. The money is 

due before May 1st. If you have any  

questions, please call the school office. 

APRIL BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
 

The April birthdays will be celebrated on 

Friday, April 16. Those with birthdays in 

April can wear jeans on this day.  

PTO MEETING 
 

The PTO will meet on Thursday, April 

15th at 7 P.M. in the St. Mary Center. They 

will be planning the end of the year picnic. 

Come out & help plan the fun.   


