St. Andrew the Apostle

Catholic Community

Our Parish Mission
Statement

St. Andrew the Apostle is a
community seeking both to
celebrate and struggle with
Jesus’ proclamation of the
Reign of God in our Catholic
Tradition in a new
millennium. We are a
willingly diverse people
sharing a common call to live

a challenging, evangelical

faith in the world.

To be about this mission
as stewards of God’s grace
we build ministries spanning
our life cycle which supports

common life, prayer,
learning, health and
outreach in service among
individuals, families,
small communities,
our entire parish community,
and the wider world.

Year of the Priest — June 2009-June 2010

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 7, 2010

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Saturday 4:00 pm and 5:30 pm

Sunday 7:30 am PARISH OFFICES
8:45 am En Espafiol - Iglesia 530 Glen, Romeoville, IL 60446
9:00 am (English) - Hall (815) 886-4165, Fax (815) 886-6119
10:30 am (English) - Church Email: office@standrewromeoville.com
10:30 am (po Polsku) - Hall Office Hours:
12:00noon Po Polsku -Church Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
12:00noon (English) - Hall
6:30 pm Family Youth Mass St. Andrew School
Weekdays  7:00 am and 8:00 am 505 Kingston, Romeoville, IL 60446
School Mass 8:15 am Wednesdays (815) 886-5953, Fax (815) 293-2016

Reconciliation
Saturdays  3:15—4 pm

Wednesdays 5:30 — 7 pm with Adoration
Seasonal Services and by appointment.

Website: www.standrewromeoville.com

St. Andrew Faith Formation
505 Kingston, Romeoville, IL 60446
(815) 886-5962, Fax (815) 886-6624
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MONDAY, February 8 (Sts. Jerome Emiliani & Josephne
Bakhita)
1 Kgs 8: 1-7, 9-13; Mk 6: 53-56
7:00 AM—Edward J. Lenz by CCW
8:00 AM—Daniel Casey by mother, Flo Casey
TUESDAY, February 9
1 Kgs 8: 22-23, 27-30; Mk 7: 1-13
7:00 AM— Valerie Nelson by CCW
8:00 AM— John Bell by Rich & Kay Zeisel
WEDNESDAY, February 10 (St. Scholastica)
1 Kgs 10: 1-10; Mk 7: 14-23
7:00 AM—Stanley Marszalek by CCW
8:15 AM— Mary Jean Prokopec by Family
THURSDAY, February 11 (Our Lady of Lourdes)
1 Kgs 11: 4-13; Mk 7: 24-30
7:00 AM— Ruby Flood by CCW
8:00 AM —John Bell by Family & Friends
FRIDAY, February 12
1 Kgs 11: 29-32, 12: 19; Mk 7: 31-37
7:00 AM— Arlene Glasebrook by CCW
8:00 AM—Intention of Shepherd’s Table team by Fkran
Kamradt
SATURDAY, February 13
1 Kgs 12: 26-32, 13: 33-34; Mk 8: 1-10
8:00 AM— Stella Wozniak by Lois Considine
4:00 PM—Virginia Gresser by Family
5:30 PM—Ernest Peterek, Sr. by Family
SUNDAY, February 14
Jer 17: 5-8; 1 Cor 15: 12, 16-20; Lk 6: 17, 20-26

7:30 AM—Parish Family
8:45 AM—Sra. Maria Molina by Sra. Zoraida Molina
Santo Nifio de Praga by Sra. Olivia Gomez

Rev. Antonio Duran by Sr. Moisés y Sra. Lolitg

Rodriguez
9:00 AM—Stanley Marszalek by Ursula Marszalek
10:30 AM—(E) Robert Cowley by Novak Family
10:30 AM—(P) Helen & Edward Kurash by Helen & Jerr
Stypa
12:00 NOON—(P) Intention of Celebrant
12:00 NOON—(E) Janice Gudewicz by Joseph & Ireo@&®
6:30 PM—Anthony Angelucci by Rose Angelucci

Monday, February 8
Communion/Confirmation Prep, 6pm-School,Church,Hall

Tuesday, February 9

Children’s Choir, 3pm - Church

RCIA, 7pm - Rm 105

Rosary, 7pm

Hispanic Prayer Group Choir, 7pm - Church

St. Vincent de Paul Mtg, 7pm - St. Mary Center (B)

Wednesday, February 10

We Care Food Pantry Open, 10am-12:30pm
Adoration & Reconciliation, 5:30pm-7pm
Bible Study-Genesis, 6:30pm - Rm 105
Charismatic Group, 7pm - Church

Hispanic Adult Choir, 7pm - Room 110
Knights of Columbus, 7pm - Rm 113
Christian Education Comm, 7pm - Rm 105
Baptism Class, 7:30pm - Hall

AA Meeting, 7:30pm - St. Mary Center (B)

Thursday, February 11

Senior Planning, 9am - Rm 105
Lumen Gentium, 7pm - Catacombs
Adult Choir, 7pm - Church

Friday, February 12

Brew with the Scriptures, 10am - Rm 105
Voces par Dios,7pm - Church

Spanish Bible Class, 7pm - St. Mary Center (B)

Saturday, February 13
Ultreya, 5pm - Hall

Sunday, February 14
Polish School Bake Sale, after Masses - Adminwzgll

St. Andrew the Apostle Gift Shop

Need a gift for First Communion, Confirmatior
or any other special occasion? The Gift Shop
has a great variety of religious items. Stop by
before or after Mass on Saturday or Sunday and
check it out. The gift shop is located in the
Administration Wing hallway.

—J

St. Andrew the Apostle
We Care Food Pantry

The St. Andrew We Care Food Pantry is now openyever
Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.
for any eligible family in
Romeoville who is in need.

The pantry is located in the rear of the
garage at the Rectory
219 Arlington

For information call: Jack Frazier
815-919-3233

Volunteers Needed
Able-bodied men to assist with unloading of the
WE CARE FOOD PANTRY delivery
order on the FIRST WEDNESDAY of every month at
11:00a.m. Please contact Jack at (815)919-323kKou!

Crisis Pregnancy
Women'’s Choice Services 1-888-4-HOPE-4-1
Birthright 1-800-550-4900

Post Abortion Healing for Women & Men
1-866-99-4-GIVE (4483)

Natural Family Planning
630-551-1712

Parish Staff  (815) 886-4165

Rev. Gregor Gorsic, Pastaxt. 317

Rev. Greg Podwysocki, Associate Pasgot, 311
gpodwysocki@standrewromeoville.com

Sr. Dorothy Kinsella, Director of Adult Faith Fortian, ext. 308

Marian Peters, Secretamgxt. 301

Bernadette Sedlacek, Tuition and Maneet, 303

Paula Bucciferro, Accountarext. 302

Marta Wysocki Director of Polish Ministryext. 307

Ramona Tagle, Director of Hispanic Ministext. 312

Sue Psenicka, Director of Liturgy & Worshigxt. 314

St Andrew School  (815) 886-5953
Joseph Leppert, Principaxt. 421
Linda Bitzer, Secretargxt. 420

St. Andrew Faith Formation
Mary Tibble, Directorgext. 503
Andrea Vasquez, Coordinataxt. 504

(815) 886-5962

Rev. John Driscoll, Priest In Residence
(815) 372-3119

Deacons:

Deacon Jerry Clark

Deacon Herb Waldron

Deacon Leo Borkowicz (retired)

St. Vincent de Paul Society (815) 886-4165 €304

Independent Counseling Services
Victor Alvarez (815) 886-4165 ext. 315

Deacon Rich Ford
Deacon Jesse Tagle
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A COMMUNITY OF WORD AND SACRAMENT

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION
CATECHUMENATE
The Catechumenate is a community which gathersettamults
who have not been baptized, and seek deeper insmbt the
Christian faith.

BAPTISM OF CHILDREN

We joyfully celebrate the baptism of children of rSkian
households which are joined to our weekly worshipd have activ
registration in our parish community for at leasm®nths. After
registration in the parish, please attend an ExgpinAwareness, i
you have not attended a class in the past two yéanegister fo
Baptism and select a date. Classes are presenteitheorsecon
Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p. m. in the Patadh Baptism i
celebrated on the second and third Sundays of tmmat 1:30 p.m.

EUCHARIST AND CONFIRMATION

Formation for those coming first to the table bk tlLord as
children is infused into the efforts of our schaod Faith Formatio
Office. Confirmation formation is a two year presecompleted i
high school. Please call the Faith Formation @ffifor more
information.

SACRAMENTS OF COMMITMENT
MARRIAGE
Marriage preparation is six month process of prayer, reflectig
and study. Couples work with both the presider asgponsor coup
through this process. Please note that this sixtimgeriod of
preparation is essential.

ORDERS
Those seeking assistance in discerning a calldained ministry
are encouraged to call the parish offices.

SACRAMENTS OF HEALING
RECONCILIATION
Reconciliation is available each Saturday afterndbtednesda
evening 5:30-7:30pm, through seasonal communalicgsvand by
appointment.

ANOINTING

Anointing of the Sick is offered through seasomal/ges, and
always by request. If hospitalized, please imntetiisseek anointing
from the Catholic chaplain.
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Please Pray for....

Deacon Leo, Tony Spalla, Frank Giuffre,

Patricia Chrnko, Janet Pacheco, Don

Brooks, Lillian Ryan, Edwin Rusin, Jim
Ketchmark, Florence Pevitts, Wally Drabik, Irene
Cis, Frank Gluting, Kimberly Swada, Dennis Koch,
Margaret Staunton, Antony Anton

Look upon our brothers and sisters who are ill, in
the midst of illness and pain, may they be unitgd w
Christ, who heals both body and soul; may they
know the consolation promised to those who suffer
and be fully restored to wellness and wholeness. W
ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen.

GRANT ETERNAL REST, LIGHT AND PEACE TO
ALL, especially Harold Horn, Juan Pinto, Shaun
Kavanagh, Anthony Maniscalli, Jr., Adolfo Bejarano

Please remember thdt you or any family members find
yourselves in a hospitalbe sure to let them know you are a
parishioner at St. Andrew’s — it doesn't hurt toysaa few
times, either! Whenever we priests, deacons orh&histic
Ministers come to visit, we check thhospital list of
parishioners printed under “St. Andrew.” But if you're not
listed as a parishioner of St. Andrew, we won’t wkngou're
even there! We do not want to miss you! You davags call
us, too, at the office, ext. 301, Thank you. Mag Lord Jesus
be with you all your days, to love and be loved Hhyn, to
honor and serve Him, as He honors and serves us!

! | would like to have my house blessed.

1 Please contact me to make arrangements.
1

|
1 Name

Rev. Gregor Gorsic, Pastor
(815) 886-4165 ext. 317

My dear family of St. Andrew!

This month will begin and end with welcomeBsirst, please welcome with St. Andrew’s warm
and friendly welcome Fr. Tony Taschetta, who is pasof Mary Queen of Heaven Parish in
Elmhurst, IL, which is my home parish.This weekend, he and | are doing a “church sveap”

“pulpit exchange.” He comes here where he usértlio out some years ago when he was part of
the staff of St. Charles Borromeo Seminary hef®omeoville (which is now the Pastoral Center),

and | celebrate with the people of my hometowniarttie church where | received the

Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Communi©anfirmation, and where | celebrated my First MaBor
me, it’s a little bit of “Catholics Coming Home,t at least “Priests Come Home!” However, it's
one weekend, and then I'll be back here, my honveindRomeoville at St. Andrew’s!

At the end of this month comes another opportuiitywelcome, as we will again host
another seminarian on his Pastoral Internship,eabave done in years past. Below he shares
with us a bit of his life and vocation stor§o please welcome also with the same St. Andrew’s
warm and friendly welcome Bill Vagenas!

In Jesus, in Whose Heart we are always at hom&riegor

I
I Address

My Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,

It is with great joy that | write to you as | pegp to move into my internship at St.
Andrew the Apostle. | wish to take this opportyria briefly tell you about myself and to
express my gratitude to all of you for this oppaityto serve you.

I was born in Merrillville, IN but within a few yers moved to Tinley Park, IL where |
lived through first grade and attended St. Georgth@lic School. It was there that | first felt a
calling to the priesthood. The following year nayrfily moved to Hinsdale, IL where |
attended Saint Isaac Jogues School from secondghreighth grade. While there | was an
altar server and loved it! After graduating | atted Hinsdale Central High School but | still séyevolved in
my parish. | was very involved with the Youth Mitriy and that led me to get involved with other cuttees as
well. By my senior year | was a member of the sta@ouncil, Worship Commission, Christian Service
Commission, Charitable Contributions Committee, #¥odth Commission. | was also an Extraordinary istier
of Holy Communion and | helped train the altar sesy all the while still desiring to be a priest.

After my four years of high school | applied t@tBiocese of Joliet and went to Saint John Vianney
College Seminary on the campus of the UniversittofThomas in St. Paul, MN. | am extremely gualtédr
my time in Minnesota. It was there that | was ablgrow in love and service of the Lord. | madest and
lasting friendships with people both in and outlef seminary. | also had the privilege to studRame for
close to six months. It was truly a blessing tabke to walk the streets that so many saints aatlyns have
walked before me and to be able to celebrate tluridim, and Easter with our Holy Father, Benedicti XV

Following my four years at Saint John Vianney Ssry and the University of St. Thomas | entered
Mundelein Seminary where | am now in my second pédineological and pastoral studies. | contirmstay
very involved in parish life as | find this to beyeeat source of joy and inspiration for me. ldde be with and
to serve the people of God.

Again, | wish to thank all of you, especially, kat Gorsic, Father Podwysocki, and Father Dridooll|
welcoming me to the parish. |look forward to t&nce to minister to you, the wonderful people of
Romeoville, of whom | have heard many great things.

Know of my prayers for all of you. | ask for yopirayers for me as well.

Sincerely In Christ,
William Vagenas
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VOCATION
PRAYER CALENDAR
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Wednesday, March 3, 2010
Springfield, Illinois

ARE YOU CONCERNED ABOUT:

The direction of state government?
Improving support for Catholic schools?
Care for the poor and vulnerable?
lllinois abortion laws?

Join Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1.

and the lllinois Bishops
on March & for a unique opportunity to discuss
issues based on our gospel values
with state elected officials in Springfield.

YOUR PRESENCE MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

For further information, contact the Catholic
Conference of lllinois at 312-368-1066 or 217-528-
9200, go tovww.catholicconferenceofillinois.org

or talk to your parish pastor for details on how to
sign up for Catholics at the Capitol!

February Frolic $
%
Saturday February 27, 2010
$20.00 a person - Cash Bar
Broken Arrow Golf Club
16325 West Broken Arrow Drive () *+
Lockport, Il

#& # " o

Please have names and money to Bernadette no
later then February 0
Any guestions call 815-886-4165, ext. 303

e s P s P P Pt P et Pt Pt Pt P et Pt Pt Pt P Pt Pt Pt Pt P e

Blood Drive

< Blood drive will be held
in the mobile unit

February 28th
7:30-11:30

Sign up after Mass
this weekend

Blood is the one thing in the human body
science cannot duplicate and blood is needed
every 2 seconds

Reminder:

St. Andrew the Apostle Conference
...People helping people...

In today's Gospel, the disciples left everything to follow Jesus.

We are also called to follow Jesus, who tells a$ th
"whatever you do to the least of mine, you do fe:'m

Our helpline is 818/886-4165 ext. 304
Calls are confidential

Woman of the Year
Nominations
due by
February 14th

VOCATION NEWS

Please check out the upcoming
Vocation Events
posted on the
bulletin board in the
hallway

ATTENTION:
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

MOVIE NIGHT
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2010
6:30 - 9:00 PM

PARISH HALL

(Bring lawn chair and canned goods)

outside of Church
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St. Andrew the Apostle Faith Formation

(815) 886-5962, Fax (815) 886-6624

Mary Tibble , Director of Faith Formation, ex%03

Andrea Vasquez Coordinator of Faith Formation, e%4

Faith Formation Office Hours:
Monday 9:00am-1:00pm

Tuesday 9:00am-1:00pm
Wednesday 9:00am-4:00pm
Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm
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Page Five

Yolunteer Appreciation Celebration

January 30, 2010
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Marta Wysocki, Director of Polish Ministry
(815) 886-4165 ext. 307
mwysocki@standrewromeoville.com

Chrzest jest narodzeniem K »J)//
do nowego ycia w Chrystusie! /\\&)

Witamy nowego cz onka parafii

St. Andrzeja Aposto a

RODA POPIELCOWA
LUTY 17, 2010
PAMI TAJMY E

JESTE MY WSZYSCY MSZE W KO CIELE
POWO ANI DO 6:45 A M.
Wl TO ClI 8:00 A.M.

9:15 A.M.(Szkolnha Msza)
8:00 P.M. trzyjzyczna

NABO E STWO

12:00 P.M.- kocié
3:30 P.M.-kocio

6:30
P.M.

WIATOWA NIEDZIELA

YCIAW WI TO CI
Luty 7,2010

5:00 P.M. Trzyjzyczna - kocio
6:00 P.M. trzyjzyczna - hala

Sr. Dorothy Kinsella, OSF, Director of Adult Eduicet, RCI886-4165 ext. 308 -
dkinsella@standrewromeoville.com

This Sunday, the Scriptures remind us of the CONFIRMATION  FOR ADULTS

Church’s Tradition as expressed in Roman o Rt 20,

Catholic teaching. Classes for ¢ o, adults who desire
to prepare to celebrate the
sacrament of Confirmation

F"}’am NOW O will begin in April.

Registration: February — March
Classes will be offered in English and in
Spanish.

Contact Sister Dorothy at ext. 308 or go
to our web site:
www.standrewromeoville.com - click on
Parish Website/Ministries /Adult Faith for
a schedule and registration form.

Yau will he
lezsﬁfhg
Pecp

Senior Planning Committee
Thursday February 11th
9:00a.m. Room 105

At the moment of Jesus’ death, he commends
his spirit to his Father. After he is raised from
the dead, Jesus immediately breathes on his
disciples, giving them the Holy Spirit. In this

act, the mission of Christ and the Spirit All Seniors are welcome to join the Plan-

becomes the Church’s mission. (Catechism of the ning Committee to work on a activities

Catholic Church 730) for 2010-11. Rolls and Coffee are
served.

The early Church leaders, including Paul,

evangelized both Jews and Gentiles, Member me together to plan activi
regardless of race, ethnicity, or economic embers come togetner Lo plan activi-

status. Their mission to evangelize ties that may interest Saint Andrew’s

transformed not only the world but also the Seniors and their friends.

Church. (United States Lutheran— Roman Catholic
Dialogue, the Church as Koinonia of Salvation: Its
Structures and Ministries)

God calls lay persons to share their faith in the BREW
world by holy and prophetic witness thus WITH THE
sanctifying the world by words and deeds. SCRIPTURES

( United States Catholic Catechism for Adults)
Preparing for the coming Sunday's
Liturgy of the Word

your schedule permits.
Thursday February 18th
7:00p.m.-8:30p.m. Room 105 Fridays: 10:00-11:00a.m
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Ramona Tagle, Director of Hispanic Ministry

(815) 886-4165 Ext. 312 rtagle@standrewromeowlcom

Lunes, Martes, y Miércoles 9:30 am — 4:30 pm

Quinto Domingo del Tiempo
Ordinario

PREDICAR EL EVANGELIO

San Juan, el otro Unico evangelista que nos cleenta . .
historia de la pesca milagrosa, coloca este intédéespués Ultreva el13 _de f_eb Despu?s de la misa d? las
de la resurreccion de Jesus, y no al principiodaisisterio, ~ 2-30 pm.. en la iglesia. Después vamos al saon d
como lo hace san Lucas. San Mateo y san Marcosuesgan gimnasio para la Ultreya los que gusten acompafianos
que los discipulos siguieron a Jesus tan pronttido®. Pero vengan no solamente es para cursillistas
san Lucas parece darse cuenta de que sus lecbonpsen- De Colores!
derdn mejor el llamado si éste le sigue a un sigieyroso.
Pero, ya sea que Lucas describa el inicio de kdplilos si-
guiendo a JesUs en su mision, o sea que JuanmesxpLristo
resucitado preparando a los discipulos para lamigile les
espera cuando él haya regresado a su Padre, ilnlelecla
historia es la misma —y sigue siendo la misma pasalisci-
pulos de hoy. San Pablo la expresa magnificamisiotém-
porta quién sea que anuncie el mensaje del evangetiénde
ni cuando; lo que importa es que, por la graciBids en no-
sotros, el evangelio ha sido predicado y las pastmhan

Via cursis en vivig el ensayos es el 19 de febrero a
las 7:00 pm.. en el salon de gimnasio.

Clases de Bibliasse cambio para los jueves en el mis-
mo lugar los movibles, a las 7:00 pm..
Marzo 5, 2010

creido.

decisiones muy dificiles en el transcurso del tiemp e Estaré
Las lecturas de hoy nos ofrecen alimento parareireg arnllla r
mientras que tratamos unay otra vez de abanddwoaidpara da F | Hoga
seguir a Jesus. agra ndo e

La S Y -ta Illa,
Lecturas de hoy: Isaias 6:1-2a, 3—8; Salmo 138:1-8, 1 Corintios Vlsl Ia Fam
15:1-11 [3-8, 11]; Lucas 5:1-11

Copyright © 2006, World Library Publications. Alghts reserved.
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PRAYERS OF THE PARISH

-

Nicholas Kozak, Michael Mysliwiec, LCPL Joshua
Miller, Joshua, Joseph, & Michael Ochoa, Sgt. Mihgo
Basic, Nicholas Pettke, Col. Lonnie Harrelson, Jedty
Silba, Corey Boyer, Joseph T. Sabina, ChristopheriB,
Kyle & Shannon Nelson, James Dean Johnson, David
Hornbeck and all our men and women in the military.

“Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whdmals
| send? Who will go for us?’ ‘Here | am,’ | saidend
mel’” Isaiah 6:8

Every day - in little ways and in big ways - Godgs'Whom
shall | send?” Whether it is someone to take opwa
ministry or just someone to open a door for an lowetened
stranger, God constantly looks to see if we aréngito
respond with the eagerness that Isaiah showed tden
answered, “Here | am, send me!”

"H#$" % & #

@ Shepherds Table

February 28, 2010
March 28, 2010 April 25, 2010
May 23, 2010 June 27, 2010
July 25, 2010 August 22, 2010
September 26, 2010  October 24, 2010
November 28, 2010 December 26, 2010

Meet at Parish Office at 8:30 and return by 1:30ydne
under 18 must have a permission slip which | gtavil
need 10-12 people each time we go. When groups of
youth come, please include having at least 2 adudtiso
request that | be informed at least 3 weeks ahédldab
date to make sure we have enough people géilegase
contact Terry Hinchey at 815-886-0933 after 7pm.
Thank you.

MARCH FOR LIFE 2010

We would like to thank all who participated in
the March For Life 2010 in Washington,
D.C. The Diocese of Joliet was well
represented in numbers and in voice! We
would also like to thank everyone for their
support and prayers. We ask that any
participant who had taken pictures during our
trip, to please e-mail your pictures to us at:
prolife@dioceseofjoliet.org

MAYSLAKE MINISTRIES' MEN'S
SILENT RETREAT

"When the Going Gets Tough, Where Do We
Go?" with Fr. Jonathan Foster, OFM and
Christine Grano. March 26-28, 2010 at
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House in

Mundelein. Private room/bath.

Call 630-268-9000 to register or for
information -- full details on our website--
www.mayslakeministries.org
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St. Andrew the Apostle School
505 Kingston, Romeoville, IL 60446
(815) 886-5953, Fax (815) 293-2016

Lighting the Path to Our Future: Strategic Plan for Catholic Schools
New Directions and Restructuring and New schootsExpansion

Catholic schools are a magnificent treasure inmacese. They have educated generations of
faithful Catholics, involved citizens, and leadefdusiness, government and Church. Catholic
Schools are at the core of the Church’s missidmatod on the Catholic faith, and thus first and
foremost we proclaim that Jesus Christ is the re&soour schools. Their proven academic
excellence has not only prepared students for eesstul life, but also helped lift the poor out of
poverty. These and many other blessed benefi@atfolic education will continue well into the
future for Romeoville.
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2010 CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS APPEAL

Dear Friends in Christ,

Missions are found not only in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. The missions are wherever
Catholics are few and the Church is poor and fragile — in the vast wilderness of Alaska, in the Deep
South, in the Rocky Mountain states, in Appalachia, in the Southwest, in Puerto Rico and the Virgin
Islands, and in the Marshall Islands. In these “home missions,” parishes often struggle with poverty
among parishioners, difficult or isolated terrain, religious hostility, and other circumstances which
challenge the practice of the faith. For example, in the Archdiocese of Anchorage, Alaska, there are
11,500 Catholic families stretching over 140,000 square miles! They are served by only 30 diocesan
priests.

The Catholic Home Missions Appeal assists about 90 such dioceses, including some Eastern
Catholic Churches. You and | are called to solidarity with our sisters and brothers who need our help
to practice their faith right here at home. As someone who grew up in a home mission diocese and
served as priest and bishop in two such dioceses, | know first-hand how crucial the Catholic Home
Missions Appeal is to the basic work of the Church there. Please give generously to the Catholic
Home Missions Appeal, and continue to pray for our home mission parishes.

Thank you for your witness of stewardship and faith!

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain
Bishop of Joliet

My dear St. Andrew's Family,

| can't tell you how much my time with you has mean t to me. I never knew that | would be
called to be a Deacon, but | can't imagine anywhere  else that would have supported me so
much in that calling. You held my family and | in prayer as we went through the four and a half
years of formation. You celebrated with us when Iw  as ordained. You have told me when my
homilies were really good ... and when they just we  ren't. You have let me be part of the
baptisms of your babies, the mourning at your time of loss of family members, the joys of your
week, and the difficulties we all face from time-to ~ -time. | have been truly honored.

| wish you peace and continued happiness as a famil  y of faith. This parish has been around
for 50 years and | have been here for only a brief  part of that. Thank you for letting me serve
you.

Jesus has called us to live our faith out loud. Mat  thew's gospel (my personal favorite) says,
"You are the light of the world. A city setona mo  untain cannot be hidden.” (Mt 5:14). We can
do that at St. Andrew's. | see it each week. So, pr ay for me as | pray for you, but most of all, as
we say at the end of each 6:30 mass, GO OUT AND LIV EIT.

Peace,
Deacon Tom Powers




