
St. Andrew the Apostle 
Catholic Community  
   50 Years of Faith — 1959-2009   
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Christmas — December 25, 2009 
Holy Family — December 27, 2009 
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Monday, December 28 
Polish Children’s Play Rehearsal, 5:30pm - Francis Rm 
 

Tuesday, December 29 
Rosary, 7pm 
Hispanic Prayer Group Choir, 7pm - Rm 110 
 

Wednesday, December 30 
We Care Food Pantry Open, 10am-12 noon 
Adoration & Reconciliation, 5:30pm-7pm 
Charismatic Group / Reception , 7pm - Church / Hall 
Hispanic Adult Choir, 7pm - Room 110 
AA Meeting, 7:30pm  -  St. Mary Center (B) 
 

Thursday, December 31 
New Year’s Eve Mass (Vigil): 
5:00pm (English/Spanish) 
 

Friday, January 1 
New Year’s Day Masses: 
9:30am (E); 12:00noon (P); 7:00pm (English/Polish) 
First Friday Adoration 
      
Saturday, January 2 
 

Sunday, January 3 

MONDAY, December 28 (Holy Innocents) 

  1 Jn 1: 5-22; Mt 2: 13-18 
 7:00 AM—John Alicz by Phyllis Alicz 
 8:00 AM—Sr. Dolores Rummel by Mickey & Dee Reeder 

TUESDAY, December 29 (St. Thomas Becket) 

  1 Jn 2: 3-11; Lk 2: 22-35 
 7:00 AM—  Mary & Chester Wiatr by Marie & Barb Peterek 
 8:00 AM— Special Intentions of Matt & Pat Horan 

WEDNESDAY, December 30  

  1 Jn 2: 12-17; Lk 2: 36-40 
 7:00 AM— Robert Parkhill by Family 

  8:15 AM— In Thanksgiving 52nd Anniv. Deacon Jerry & 
   Mary Ann Clark 

THURSDAY, December 31 (St. Sylvester) 

  1 Jn 2: 18-21; Jn 1: 1-18 
 7:00 AM— Angelina Rizzatto by CCW 

 8:00 AM —Lawrence Panatera & Eva Mrdjulas by Joan & 
   Dave Cuomo 

 5:00 PM —(Eng/Sp) Parish Family 

FRIDAY, January 1 (Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God) 

   Nm 6: 22-27; Gal 4: 4-7; Lk 2: 16-21 
 9:30 AM— (Eng) World Peace 

 12:00 Noon—(Pol) World Peace 

 7:00 PM (Eng/Pol)—World Peace 

SATURDAY, January 2 (St. Basil the Great & St. Gregory) 

   1 Jn 2: 22-28; Jn 1: 19-28 
 8:00 AM— Vince Longo by Millie Longo 

 4:00 PM—Gerry Sirovatka by Smith Family 

 5:30 PM—Fred Hagen by RCIA Group 

SUNDAY,  January 3 (Epiphany) 
  Is 60: 1-6; Eph 3: 2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2: 1-12 
       7:30 AM— Joan Page by Page Family 
 8:45 AM—Sra. Juanita Lopez de Galaviz by Su hija Sofia 
   Tagle y Familia 
 9:00 AM—Dom & Betty Vodar by Ron & Judy 
 10:30 AM—(Eng.) Marianne Catania by Husband, Joe  
 10:30 AM—(Pol) Intention of Celebrant 
 12:00 NOON—(Pol) Intention of Celebrant 
 12:00 NOON—(Eng.) Linda Marie O’Neal by Angela Venegas 
 6:30 PM—Anthony Angelucci by Family 

 

St. Andrew the Apostle 
Gift Shop 

 

The St. Andrew the Apostle Gift Shop is 
starting up and we need your help!  Volunteers 
are needed after all the Masses for the next 
couple of months.  The time slots to be filled 
are Saturday, 4:30-5:30pm, Sunday, 8-9am, 
9:45-10:30am, and 11:15am-12:00 noon. 
 
If you are interested in helping, please call the 
office at 815-886-4165, ext. 301. 
 
Stop by and visit the gift shop located in the 
Administration hallway for a great variety of 
religious items.   
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St. Andrew the Apostle  
We Care Food Pantry 

 

The St. Andrew We Care Food Pantry is now open every 
Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. till Noon  

for any eligible family in the  
Romeoville area who is in need. 

 

The pantry is located in the rear of the  
garage at the Rectory 

219 Arlington 
 

For information call: Jack Frazier 
815-919-3233 

 

Volunteers Needed 
Able-bodied men to assist with unloading of the 

WE CARE FOOD PANTRY delivery  
order on the FIRST WEDNESDAY of every month at 

11:00a.m.  Please contact Jack at (815)919-3233. Thank you! 
 

Crisis Pregnancy 
Women’s Choice Services  1-888-4-HOPE-4-1 
Birthright  1-800-550-4900 
 

Post Abortion Healing for Women & Men 
1-866-99-4-GIVE (4483) 
 

Natural Family Planning 
630-551-1712 

Parish Staff     (815) 886-4165 
Rev. Gregor Gorsic, Pastor, ext. 317 
Rev. Greg Podwysocki, Associate Pastor, ext. 311 
         gpodwysocki@standrewromeoville.com 
Sr. Dorothy Kinsella, Director of Adult Faith Formation, ext. 308 
Marian Peters, Secretary, ext. 301 
Bernadette Sedlacek, Tuition and Manna, ext. 303 
Paula Bucciferro, Accountant, ext. 302 
Marta Wysocki, Director of Polish Ministry, ext. 307 
Ramona Tagle, Director of Hispanic Ministry, ext. 312 
Sue Psenicka, Director of Liturgy & Worship, ext. 314 
 

St Andrew School     (815) 886-5953 
Joseph Leppert, Principal, ext. 421 
Linda Bitzer, Secretary, ext. 420 
 

St. Andrew Faith Formation    (815) 886-5962 
Mary Tibble, Director, ext. 503 
Andrea Vasquez, Coordinator, ext. 504 
 

Rev. John Driscoll, Priest In Residence 
(815) 372-3119 
 

Deacons: 
Deacon Jerry Clark  Deacon Rich Ford 
Deacon Herb Waldron  Deacon Tom Powers 
Deacon Leo Borkowicz (retired) Deacon Jesse Tagle 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society    (815) 886-4165 ext. 304 
 

Independent Counseling Services 
Victor Alvarez   (815) 886-4165 ext. 315 
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I would like to have my house blessed.   
Please contact me to make arrangements. 
 
Name ____________________________________ 
 

Address __________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________ 
 
HomePhone _______________________________ 
 
WorkPhone _______________________________ 

A COMMUNITY OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
 

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION 
CATECHUMENATE 
 The Catechumenate is a community which gathers those adults 

who have not been baptized, and seek deeper insight into the 
Christian faith. 
 

BAPTISM OF CHILDREN 
 We joyfully celebrate the baptism of children of Christian 
households which are joined to our weekly worship, and have active 

registration in our parish community for at least 3 months.  After 

registration in the parish, please attend an Evening of Awareness, if 

you have not attended a class in the past two years, to register for 

Baptism and select a date. Classes are presented on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p. m. in the Parish Hall. Baptism is 

celebrated on the second and third Sundays of the month at 1:30 p.m. 
 

EUCHARIST AND CONFIRMATION 
 Formation for those coming first to the table of the Lord as 
children is infused into the efforts of our school and Faith Formation 

Office.  Confirmation formation is a two year process completed in 

high school.  Please call the Faith Formation Office for more 

information. 
 

SACRAMENTS OF COMMITMENT 
MARRIAGE 
 Marriage preparation is a six month process of prayer, reflection 
and study.  Couples work with both the presider and a sponsor couple 
through this process.  Please note that this six month period of 

preparation is essential. 
 

ORDERS 
 Those seeking assistance in discerning a call to ordained ministry 
are encouraged to call the parish offices. 
 

SACRAMENTS OF HEALING 
RECONCILIATION 
 Reconciliation is available each Saturday afternoon, Wednesday 

evening 5:30-7:30pm, through seasonal communal services, and by 

appointment. 
 

ANOINTING 
 Anointing of the Sick is offered through seasonal services, and 

always by request.  If hospitalized, please immediately seek anointing 

from the Catholic chaplain. 

     Please Pray for…. 
 

Deacon Leo, Tony Spalla, Marlene 
Krakowski, Kimberly Swada, Dorothy 
Rodovicz, Irene Cis, Howard Wiegand, 
Edith Martin, Frank Giuffre, Patricia 
Chrnko, George Kupres, Janet Pacheco, Madeline 
Reynolds. 

 

Look upon our brothers and sisters who are ill, in 
the midst of illness and pain, may they be united with 
Christ, who heals both body and soul; may they 
know the consolation promised to those who suffer 
and be fully restored to wellness and wholeness.  We 
ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.  Amen. 
 

GRANT ETERNAL REST, LIGHT AND PEACE TO 
ALL especially Christine Prete. 
� �

�������������	��
����	�
����������
�������
����������
���	�������
���
����
����
����
����

������
��
����	
��������
����������������
��
����� �
������	��
����	�
�����������
������	
�
����� ������ �
!
������"������������
��
���	
�
������������������� 
��
	
���
����������������
���
�����
���  

��������	
���������	��	
�����������	
	

Please remember that if you or any family members find 
yourselves in a hospital, be sure to let them know you are a 
parishioner at St. Andrew’s — it doesn’t hurt to say it a few 
times, either!  Whenever we priests, deacons or Eucharistic 
Ministers come to visit, we check the hospital list of 
parishioners printed under “St. Andrew.”   But if you’re not 
listed as a parishioner of St. Andrew, we won’t know you’re 
even there!  We do not want to miss you!  You can always call 
us, too, at the office, ext. 301, or leave a message on our 
Pastoral Care Extension line ext.306.  Thank you.  May the 
Lord Jesus be with you all your days, to love and be loved by 
Him, to honor and serve Him, as He honors and serves us! 
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Rev. Gregor Gorsic, Pastor 
(815) 886-4165 ext. 317 

My dear family of St. Andrew! 
 

�����������������
These are the most appropriate words we can say and feel in the depths of our hearts as we 

rejoice in 50 years of celebrating our faith and the Holy Mass at St. Andrew the Apostle, 
Romeoville — Thank you, thank you, Lord!  Fifty years ago this Christmas Midnight Mass, St. 
Andrew’s parish family gathered in our current church around the manger and the altar to 
celebrate “Christ’s Mass” for the first time!  But that was only the beginning of  the most 
wonderful gift from God that has been with us throughout these past fifty years.  

Some of you may remember that I asked this past week at Mass the following question:  
What is the big difference between Jesus and Santa Claus?  Well, basically, I said, Santa Claus 
rides in an open sleigh giving gifts to children who have been good (so long as their houses have 
got chimneys, smile!).  Santa leaves the gifts under the Christmas tree and disappears.  Jesus, on 
the other hand, does not leave a gift and disappear.  He comes to live with us.  He comes to share 
our human condition. His very presence is the gift!  And for fifty years now, Jesus has been living 
here in Romeoville, right smack in the middle of everything, so to speak!  His gift is a truly 
lasting one, and His promise an everlasting one! 
 As we thank God for 50 years of faith and the Eucharist this Christmastime, let us 
conclude our 50th year with an even stronger sense of Thanksgiving for what God has in store for 
all of us for this new year of grace 2010, and for all the years to come!  Thank you, Lord, for 
everything, especially, for YOURSELF! 

 
 

In Jesus, the Food and Bread of Life for our parish family,  Fr. Gregor 
 

Merry Christ-mas!   ¡Feliz Navidad!    Weso
ych � wi� t!  

The memorial bricks have come in! 
 

Many parishioners have asked me over the past years about the metal memorial plates which used to identify the 
memorials/donors of the beautiful landscaping trees in the west parking lot, the first phase of our Foundation for 
the Future Building Campaign.  Unfortunately, due to the many times harsh conditions of our summer heat and 
winter cold, the glue attaching these memorial plates onto the concrete curb wore out over time, so that the 
memorial plates became detached and some lost.  After discussion with our Administration Commission and 
some members of our Foundation for the Future committee, it was decided to replace the memorial plates with 
memorial bricks.  These bricks with the original names etched onto them will be placed in the islands next to the 
individual trees in a more lasting and permanent fashion.  Look for them once winter passes and spring arrives!  I 
thank all of you who donated to this part of our long-term building project for your patience as we came to the 
best resolution of this unforeseen and unexpected problem.  And thank you to all who have and continue to 
support our Foundation for the Future still.  Your vision and faith is a great blessing to yourselves and our parish 
family now and for the next 50 years and beyond!   
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Marta Wysocki, Director of Polish Ministry 
(815) 886-4165 ext. 307 

mwysocki@standrewromeoville.com 

Niech petardy zab
ysn�  wysoko na 
niebie, niech Nowy Rok szcz�� ciem 
sp
ynie na Ciebie. 
A los nigdy nie zostawi Ci�  w 
potrzebie.  
Najlepsze � yczenia noworoczne 
przesy
a..  
Marta Wysocki z ca
ym  
personelem parafii � wi� tego  
Andrzeja.  

Msza �w.. 1-go Stycznia 
 
  9:30 a.m. w ko� ciele po angielsku 
12:00 p.m. w ko� ciele po Polsku 
      7 p.m. w ko� ciele po angielsku i  
       hiszpa� sku 

 
 
 
 
 

Zabawa Andrzejkowa by
a wielkim sukcesem.  
Dochód, jaki uzyskali� my w wysoko� ci $ 2,538.33 przeznaczymy na sp
at�  
d
ugów parafialnych. $369.00 otrzymane w formie napiwków i loterii 50/50 
zosta
a oddana dla Sebastiana Sochackiego,  
chorego na raka. Chcia
am tutaj w sposób szczególny podzi� kowa�  Renacie i 
Adamowi Bochniak,  
Renacie Bednasz, Bernadecie Suliga i rodzinie Lubecki za pomoc w 
organizowaniu tej zabawy. 
Dzi� kuje równie�  tym, którzy przynie� li wypieki i za pomoc w sprz� taniu!.  
 
Sponsorzy 
Euro Homeland Deli 
Route 30 Liquors 
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Mary Tibble , Director of Faith Formation, ext. 503 
Andrea Vasquez, Coordinator of Faith Formation, ext. 504 

St. Andrew the Apostle Faith Formation 
                                                   (815) 886-5962, Fax (815) 886-6624 

 

 
Mary Tibble , Director of Faith Formation, ext. 503 
Andrea Vasquez, Coordinator of Faith Formation, ext. 504  

Faith Formation Office Hours: 
Monday  9:00am-1:00pm    
Tuesday   9:00am-1:00pm    
Wednesday 9:00am-4:00pm    
Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm    
Friday`  9:00am-1:00pm 
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Manna 
 

Manna Certificates will be available for sale in Room 111 in the junior high wing from 
8:00 am – 10:30 am starting on December 20th. Manna will be available at the Parish Office 
until December 23rd. 
 
Reminder: there will be no Manna for sale on the 27th of December or the 3rd of January. 
Thank you.  Any questions call Bernadette at 815-886-4165, ext. 303. 

Website:  www.standrewromeoville.com 
 
PARISH OFFICES 
530 Glen, Romeoville, IL 60446 
(815) 886-4165, Fax (815) 886-6119 
Email:  office@standrewromeoville.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday  8:30 am -  4:30 pm 
 
St. Andrew School 
505 Kingston, Romeoville, IL 60446 
(815) 886-5953, Fax (815) 293-2016 
 
St. Andrew Faith Formation 
505 Kingston, Romeoville, IL 60446 
(815) 886-5962, Fax (815) 886-6624 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Saturday 4:00 pm and 5:30 pm 
Sunday 7:30 am 
  8:45 am En Español - Iglesia 
  9:00 am (English)  - Hall 
  10:30 am (English) - Church 
  10:30 am (po Polsku) - Hall 
  12:00noon Po Polsku -Church 
  12:00noon (English)  - Hall 
    6:30 pm Family Youth Mass 
Weekdays 7:00 am and 8:00 am 
School Mass  8:15 am Wednesdays 
 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays 3:15 — 4 pm 
Wednesdays  5:30 — 7 pm with Adoration 
Seasonal Services and by appointment. 
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Sue Psenicka, Director of Liturgy & Worship 
(815) 886-4165 ext. 314 

spsenicka@standrewromeoville.com 

COULD YOU NOT WATCH ONE 
HOUR  

WITH ME? 

FIRST FRIDAY   
January 1, 2010 

 

Are you able to commit to one hour a 
month to adore our Lord in the Holy Eucharist? 
 

Adoration is held between 8:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 
on the first Friday of each month. 
  

Faithful Adorers are especially needed for time 
slots beginning at 9:30 a.m. and thereafter, ending 
with Benediction at 2 pm. 
  

Please pray about this and call Mary Ann at (815) 
372-0223 to choose a time and help insure that our 
Lord will not be left alone at any time. 

ST. ANDREW THE APOSTLE 
 

HOLY FAMILY 
 
 

 
 

This Week the Holy Family will be visiting  
8:45 am Mass 

 

Teresa Huilea 
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New Year’s Eve (Thursday, December 31st) 
5:00 pm – Bi-ling. – Church 
                 (English / Spanish) 

 

New Year’s Day (Friday, January 1st) 
9:30 am – English – Church 

12:00 noon – Polish – Church 
7:00 pm – Bi-ling. – Church 
                  (English / Polish) 

��������		��

�	������


�����
	�����
�����
������������

�
�������
�
�������
	��

��	2�
������� �
��������:��, 	���

�	�
�����'��;	��	
�<	�

�����
����
���	������

�� 	���� �	��
	�,	�3��

ANOTHER YEAR . . . 
 

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph travelled to Jerusalem for 
the feast of Passover when Jesus was 12 years old.  
What a surprise and fear when on their return trip, 
Jesus was not with them!  Have you ever lost your 
child?  Just for a minute that seemed like an hour?  
The fear of the unknown is overpowering. 
The New Year is upon us.  What does 2010 hold 
for us?  We can make resolutions and promises 
and plans for the future, but only God knows for 
sure what will happen.  Instead of fear and anxiety 
of the unknown, this year let God be your guide 
and your inspiration.  He knew He had to “be in 
His Father’s house”, just as He knows what is 
right for us. 
 

Let’s start off the New Year with Mass on New 
Year’s Eve at 5:00 PM in English and Spanish, 
and New Year’s Day at 9:30 AM in English, 12:00 
Noon in Polish, and 7:00 PM in English and 
Polish. 
 

First Friday Adoration will be at 10:30 – 12:00 
PM, and then again at 1:00 PM ending with 
Benediction at 2:00 PM.  There is no all-night 
adoration on January 1st. 
 

My family and I wish you a very Happy, Blessed, 
and Healthy 2010! 
 

Keep a song in your heart, 
Sue 
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Sr. Dorothy Kinsella, OSF, Director of Adult Education, RCI886-4165 ext. 308   -                                     
 dkinsella@standrewromeoville.com 
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Just as the Chosen People of God migrated 
from Egypt, so too the Holy Family lived 
themselves as refugees in Egypt.  Against 
division and oppression, the Spirit offers hope 
and justice to all members of the one family of 
God who are united on the basis of a common 
human dignity.  (United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, Strangers no Longer) 
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Meetings  
 

Adult Faith Formation Team 
Wednesday  January 6, 2010 

7:00p.m. 
                                                                                         

 

  
  
  Class Meets:  Tuesday January 5, 2010  

This Sunday, the Scriptures remind us of the 
Church’s Tradition as expressed in Roman 
Catholic teaching. 
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Diciembre 29 2009 

Ramona Tagle, Director of Hispanic Ministry 
(815) 886-4165 Ext. 312    rtagle@standrewromeoville.com 

  Lunes, Martes, Miércoles  9:30 am – 4:30 pm 

La Sagrada Familia de Jesús, 
María y José 

FAMILIAS SAGRADAS 
Las lecturas de hoy describen tres familias y sus 

esfuerzos por hacer la voluntad de Dios. Esos esfuerzos las 
hacen crecer en santidad. La primera familia que encontramos 
es la de Ana, Elcaná y Samuel. Ana hace algo, que solamente 
una mujer que ha dado a su hijo para adopción puede entender 
en su totalidad: deja a su tan esperado niño para que un 
sacerdote lo críe dedicado al servicio del templo del Señor. De 
alguna manera Ana reconoce que ésta es la voluntad de Dios 
para ella y para Samuel. Ambos quedan consagrados al Señor. 

Después, en la carta de Juan, escuchamos acerca de la 
familia cristiana, esto es, de “los hijos de Dios”. Juan nos pide 
que nos acerquemos a Dios y que procuremos “hacer lo que es 
de su agrado”. Al esforzarnos en hacer la voluntad de Dios 
ayudamos a los demás a ser más santos, a comportarse más 
como hijos e hijas de Dios, tal como realmente lo somos. 
Finalmente escuchamos una historia sobre María, José y Jesús. 
Esta historia describe una dinámica, típica de la vida familiar, 
con el hijo adolescente que busca la independencia y los 
padres que responden con ansiedad y dolor. Como en nuestras 
propias familias, parece que José, María y Jesús no siempre 
estaban de acuerdo con lo que significa el hacer la voluntad de 
Dios. 

HACER LO QUE COMPLACE A DIOS 
Así como María y José no entendían por qué Jesús 

permanecía en el templo, tampoco nosotros entendemos 
siempre lo que Dios quiere para nosotros a través de las 
luchas de la vida familiar. Puede ser difícil saber cómo 
hacer lo que complace a Dios. La lectura de hoy de la pri-
mera carta de Juan nos da una luz. Si ponemos nuestra fe en 
Cristo y nos amamos “los unos a los otros” creceremos jun-
tos en santidad. Con Jesús creceremos “en sabiduría, en 
estatura y en el favor de Dios y de los hombres”. 

La voluntad de Dios es que nos amemos los unos a 
los otros y crezcamos juntos como una gran familia huma-
na. 
 
Lecturas de hoy: 1 Samuel 1:20–22, 24–28; Salmo 84:2–3, 5–6, 9–
10; 1 Juan 3:1–2, 21–24; Lucas 2:41–52 
Copyright © 2006, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 
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VOCATION PRAYER CALENDAR 
Priests, Deacons, Seminarians & Women & 

Men Religious in the Diocese of Joliet 

DECEMBER 
27 Srs. Therese Greaney, OSF — Elizabeth Burns, 
Mary Brian Costello & Teresa Malty, RSM 
28 Frs. Thomas White & Henry Wilkening 
29 Srs. Maria Aymes, Dolores Blahaus, Teresa 
Cole, Mercedes Reygadas, SH (HHS) 
30 Joshua Miller (Seminarian) 
31 Frs. Thomas Wolter & John Zanoi 

The first reading today provides a challenging 
blueprint for the good stewardship of our family 
relationships.  How do I measure up? 

Shepherds Table 

Meet at Parish Office at 8:30 and return by 1:30. Anyone 
under 18 must have a  permission slip which I provide.  I 
need 10–12 people each time we go. When groups of 
youth come, please include having at least 2 adults. I also 
request that I be informed at least 3 weeks ahead of that 
date to make sure we have enough people going. Please 
contact Terry Hinchey at 815-886-0933 after 7pm.  
Thank you. 

December 27, 2009 
January 24, 2010 February 28, 2010 
March 28, 2010 April 25, 2010 
May 23, 2010 June 27, 2010 
July 25, 2010 August 22, 2010 
September 26, 2010 October 24, 2010 
November 28, 2010 December 26, 2010 

 

Nicholas Kozak, Michael Mysliwiec, LCPL Joshua 
Miller, Joshua, Joseph, & Michael  Ochoa, Sgt. Mihajlo 
Basic, Nicholas Pettke, Col. Lonnie Harrelson, Jeffery 
Silba, Corey Boyer, Joseph Miller, Joseph T. Sabina, 
Christopher Bill, Kyle & Shannon Nelson, James Dean 
Johnson, David Hornbeck and all our men and women in 
the military.  

PRAYERS OF THE PARISH 

2010 Calendars 
 

Due to unforeseen events, the 2010 
Calendars will not be available until 
approximately the second week of January.  
We are sorry for any inconvenience this may 
cause. 

The collection report for December 20th  
will be in a future bulletin. 

December 2009 50/50 Winners 
  
$400.00 Joyce Stuart 
$200.00 Mary Gartland 
$100.00 Bernd Foerster 
$75.00 Maria Flores 
$75.00 Anthony Pacheco 
$75.00 Benito Abarca 
$50.00 Janice Cimarugji 
$50.00 Kathleen Daily 
$50.00 Pete & Gina Authenreith 
$50.00 Gene Nowak 
$25.00 Mary Nawrot Casey 
$25.00 Margaret Lancor 
$25.00 Gene Cannell 
$25.00 Patrick & Mary Judge 
$25.00 Aldona A. Murphy 
$25.00 Dorothy & Elemar Hunter 
$25.00 Dawn Cetta 
$25.00 Mrs. Ealey 
$25.00 Tom Adamski 
$25.00 Patti Zack 
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The Upper Room: A Support Service for Priests, Deacons & Brothers 
 

Volunteers are needed as phone line operators for The Upper Room 
 

�  Are you a person who cares about our clergy? 
�  Are you a “compassionate listener”? 
�  Do you have 4-6 hours of “free time” a week? 
 

All volunteers attend a 16 session accredited training program taught by certified 
experts in their field to prepare them for answering calls. The next session begins 
January 11, 2010 at the University of St. Francis in Joliet. 
 
Please help our priests by volunteering for The Upper Room, located in Joliet. 
For information or to register contact Sr. Mary Frances Seeley, OSF: 815-341-9124 
Please view our web site: http://www.theupperroomcrisishotline.org 

St. Andrew the Apostle Conference 
…bring together people of good will… 

  
The results are in.  

The 2009 St. Vincent de Paul “Friends of the Poor Walk” 
held in late September raised over $1.2 million.   
Over 16,000 walkers in 36 states participated.  

The response from those who walked and those who contributed will allow  
the Society‘s conferences around the United States to help those in need. 

 
Our helpline number is 815-886-4165 ext. 304.  

BABY BOTTLES FOR LIFE  
  

                               THANK YOU!!!          THANK YOU!!!          THANK Y OU!!!  
  

St. Andrew's Parish will be sending the Woman's Choice Services a beautiful and much 
needed gift during this holy and awesome Christmas season.  Our final total in funds col-
lected in the Baby Bottles For Life  fundraiser is:  $12,025.97.   
  
Your generosity has truly proven to be a gift of love to women and their babies who are facing 
a crucial time in their lives.  Your donations make it possible for help to be available to these 
mothers so that they may choose "life" rather than "death" for their babies.  In choosing "life" 
for their babies, the mothers are also spared the pain which comes from an abortion. 
  
Also helped by your very generous donations are the women who have already had an abortion and are in 
need of the Healing Touch of Jesus in their lives. 
  
THANK YOU  again for your generosity!  May Jesus, through Mary, bless you!  
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PLEASE NOTE: 
The Parish Office 

will be closed for Christmas/New Year’s 
from  

December 24th thru January 3rd. 
The office will 

reopen on January 4, 2010 
at 8:30 am. 

National Vocation Awareness Week to Be Celebrated J anuary 10-16 

WASHINGTON—The Catholic Church in the United States will celebrate National Vocation 
Awareness Week, January 10-16. 
 
“This week provides the opportunity for parishes across the country to promote vocations through 
prayer and education,” said Cardinal Sean O’Malley of Boston, chairman of the Bishops’ Committee 
on Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations. “It is our responsibility to encourage young people to be 
generous in their response as they discern the possibility of a call to service in the Church. We must 
also ask parents, families and our parish communities to assist with this work, vocations are 
everyone’s business. As we pray for an increased number of seminarians and candidates for 
religious life, we recognize the importance of safeguarding the gift of vocations.”  
 
Several initiatives to highlight priesthood and religious life are on-going in 2010. The Vatican-
sponsored Year for Priests continues through June 2010 http://www.usccb.org/yearforpriests/. 
Dioceses are highlighting the role of priests in diocesan newspapers, on their Web sites and with 
other events. 
 
An exhibit on the contributions of women religious in the United States, Women & Spirit, opens at the 
Smithsonian institution in Washington, January 14. More information on this traveling exhibit can be 
found at www.womenandspirit.org.  The Smithsonian is co-sponsoring this exhibit with the Leadership 
Conference of Women Religious. 
 
The U.S. bishops have also named promotion of vocations to priesthood and religious life as one of 
their current five priorities and are deciding on efforts to promote vocations, for example, through their 
Website, www.usccb.org. 
 
Father David Toups, interim executive director of the Secretariat of Clergy, Consecrated Life, and 
Vocations for the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, added, “The church needs to help 
young people hear the Lord in prayer, so they can recognize him in their lives.  
 
“This week reminds us that it is our responsibility to pray for vocations and to invite young people to 
consider a call to ordained ministry and consecrated life.” 
 
The observance of National Vocation Awareness Week (NVAW) began in 1976 when the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops designated the 28th Sunday of the year as the beginning of NVAW. 
In 1997, this celebration was moved to coincide with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 
 
The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, which falls on January 10 in 2010, marks the initiation of Jesus 
into public ministry. At his baptism Jesus is named the beloved Son of God. With this celebration the 
faithful recommit themselves to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. They are also initiated through their 

 

 


