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Monday, December 21 
Polish Children’s Play Rehearsal, 5:30pm - Francis Rm 
Reconciliation , 7pm - Church 
 

Tuesday, December 22 
Children’s Choir, 3pm - Church 
Rosary, 7pm 
Hispanic Prayer Group Choir, 7pm - Rm 110 
St. Vincent dePaul Mtg, 7pm - St. Mary Center (B) 
Simbang Gabi Mass / Reception, 7pm - Church / Hall 
 

Wednesday, December 23 
We Care Food Pantry Open, 10am-12 noon 
Adoration & Reconciliation, 5:30pm-7pm 
Charismatic Group / Reception , 7pm - Church / Hall 
Hispanic Adult Choir, 7pm - Room 110 
AA Meeting, 7:30pm  -  St. Mary Center (B) 
 

Thursday, December 24 
Christmas Vigil Masses: 
5:00pm (E)-Church; 5:00pm (E)-Hall; 7:00pm (Sp); 
10:00pm (P); 12:00 midnight (E) 
 

Friday, December 25 
Christmas Day Masses: 
7:30am (E); 9:00am (E); 10:30am (E); 12:00noon (P) 
     No Sunday evening Mass 
 

Saturday, December 26 
 

Sunday, December 27 
Baptisms (Polish), 1:30pm - Church 

MONDAY, December 21 (St. Peter Canisius) 

  Sg 2: 8-14 or Zep 3: 14-18a; Lk 1: 39-45 
 7:00 AM—Charles Rydberg by Pat Rydberg 
 8:00 AM—Edward Peisker by Mary Slattery 

TUESDAY, December 22 

  1 Sm 1: 24-28; Lk 1: 46-56 
 7:00 AM—  Maria Velazquez by CCW 
 8:00 AM— Lee Maddi by Rhein & Pauline Warkenthien 

WEDNESDAY, December 23 (St. John of Kanty)  

  Mal 3: 1-4, 23-24; Lk 1: 27-66 
 7:00 AM— Kathleen M. Brunke by Mrs. James Wilfinger 

  8:15 AM— Marie Condi by Rhein & Pauline Warkenthien 

THURSDAY, December 24 (Christmas Eve) 

  2 Sm 7: 1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Lk 1:67-79 (am Mass) 

  Is 62: 1-5; Acts 13: 16-17, 22-25; Mt 1: 1-25 (Vigil) 
 8:00 AM— Intention of Celebrant 

 5:00 PM (Church)—Parish Family 
 5:00 PM (Hall)—Parish Family 

 7:00 PM (Spanish)—Parish Family 

 10:00 PM (Polish)—Parish Family 

 12:00 PM—Parish Family 

FRIDAY, December 25 (Christmas Day) 

   Is 52: 7-10; Heb 1: 1-6; Jn 1: 1-18 
 7:30 AM— Parish Family 

 9:00 AM— Parish Family 

 10:30 AM—Parish Family 
 12:00 PM (Polish)—Parish Family 

SATURDAY, December 26 

   Acts 6: 8-10, 7: 54-59; Mt 10: 17-22 
 8:00 AM— Sumoski Family by Pat 
 4:00 PM—Tim Barrowman by Mom 

 5:30 PM—James Holloway by Family 

SUNDAY,  December 27 (Feast of the Holy Family) 

  Sir 3: 2-7, 12-14; Col 3: 12-21; Lk 2: 41-52 
       7:30 AM— Ernest Peterek, Sr. by Family 
 8:45 AM—Sr. Ignacio Rodriguez by Moises y Lolita  
   Rodriguez 
 9:00 AM—Tony & Helen Vodar by Ron & Judy Vodar 
 10:30 AM—(Eng.) In Thanksgiving 68th Anniversary Joseph & 
   Mildred Michalik  
 10:30 AM—(Pol) Intention of Celebrant 
 12:00 NOON—(Pol) Intention of Celebrant 
 12:00 NOON—(Eng.) Gene Marino 5th Anniv. By Donna  
   Marino 
 6:30 PM—Benjamin Metoyer, Sr. by Wife, Ella 

 

St. Andrew the Apostle 
Gift Shop 

 

The St. Andrew the Apostle Gift Shop is 
starting up and we need your help!  Volunteers 
are needed after all the Masses for the next 
couple of months.  The time slots to be filled 
are Saturday, 4:30-5:30pm, Sunday, 8-9am, 
9:45-10:30am, and 11:15am-12:00 noon. 
 
If you are interested in helping, please call the 
office at 815-886-4165, ext. 301. ��������	
��
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St. Andrew the Apostle  
We Care Food Pantry 

 

The St. Andrew We Care Food Pantry is now open every 
Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. till Noon  

for any eligible family in the  
Romeoville area who is in need. 

 

The pantry is located in the rear of the  
garage at the Rectory 

219 Arlington 
 

For information call: Jack Frazier 
815-919-3233 

 

Volunteers Needed 
Able-bodied men to assist with unloading of the 

WE CARE FOOD PANTRY delivery  
order on the FIRST WEDNESDAY of every month at 

11:00a.m.  Please contact Jack at (815)919-3233. Thank you! 
 

Crisis Pregnancy 
Women’s Choice Services  1-888-4-HOPE-4-1 
Birthright  1-800-550-4900 
 

Post Abortion Healing for Women & Men 
1-866-99-4-GIVE (4483) 
 

Natural Family Planning 
630-551-1712 

Parish Staff     (815) 886-4165 
Rev. Gregor Gorsic, Pastor, ext. 317 
Rev. Greg Podwysocki, Associate Pastor, ext. 311 
         gpodwysocki@standrewromeoville.com 
Sr. Dorothy Kinsella, Director of Adult Faith Formation, ext. 308 
Marian Peters, Secretary, ext. 301 
Bernadette Sedlacek, Tuition and Manna, ext. 303 
Paula Bucciferro, Accountant, ext. 302 
Marta Wysocki, Director of Polish Ministry, ext. 307 
Ramona Tagle, Director of Hispanic Ministry, ext. 312 
Sue Psenicka, Director of Liturgy & Worship, ext. 314 
 

St Andrew School     (815) 886-5953 
Joseph Leppert, Principal, ext. 421 
Linda Bitzer, Secretary, ext. 420 
 

St. Andrew Faith Formation    (815) 886-5962 
Mary Tibble, Director, ext. 503 
Andrea Vasquez, Coordinator, ext. 504 
 

Rev. John Driscoll, Priest In Residence 
(815) 372-3119 
 

Deacons: 
Deacon Jerry Clark  Deacon Rich Ford 
Deacon Herb Waldron  Deacon Tom Powers 
Deacon Leo Borkowicz (retired) Deacon Jesse Tagle 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society    (815) 886-4165 ext. 304 
 

Independent Counseling Services 
Victor Alvarez   (815) 886-4165 ext. 315 
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I would like to have my house blessed.   
Please contact me to make arrangements. 
 
Name ____________________________________ 
 

Address __________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________ 
 
HomePhone _______________________________ 
 
WorkPhone _______________________________ 

A COMMUNITY OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
 

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION 
CATECHUMENATE 
 The Catechumenate is a community which gathers those adults 

who have not been baptized, and seek deeper insight into the 
Christian faith. 
 

BAPTISM OF CHILDREN 
 We joyfully celebrate the baptism of children of Christian 
households which are joined to our weekly worship, and have active 

registration in our parish community for at least 3 months.  After 

registration in the parish, please attend an Evening of Awareness, if 

you have not attended a class in the past two years, to register for 

Baptism and select a date. Classes are presented on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p. m. in the Parish Hall. Baptism is 

celebrated on the second and third Sundays of the month at 1:30 p.m. 
 

EUCHARIST AND CONFIRMATION 
 Formation for those coming first to the table of the Lord as 
children is infused into the efforts of our school and Faith Formation 

Office.  Confirmation formation is a two year process completed in 

high school.  Please call the Faith Formation Office for more 

information. 
 

SACRAMENTS OF COMMITMENT 
MARRIAGE 
 Marriage preparation is a six month process of prayer, reflection 
and study.  Couples work with both the presider and a sponsor couple 
through this process.  Please note that this six month period of 

preparation is essential. 
 

ORDERS 
 Those seeking assistance in discerning a call to ordained ministry 
are encouraged to call the parish offices. 
 

SACRAMENTS OF HEALING 
RECONCILIATION 
 Reconciliation is available each Saturday afternoon, Wednesday 

evening 5:30-7:30pm, through seasonal communal services, and by 

appointment. 
 

ANOINTING 
 Anointing of the Sick is offered through seasonal services, and 

always by request.  If hospitalized, please immediately seek anointing 

from the Catholic chaplain. 

     Please Pray for…. 
 

Deacon Leo, Tony Spalla, Marlene 
Krakowski, Kimberly Swada, Dorothy 
Rodovicz, Irene Cis, Howard Wiegand, 
Edith Martin, Frank Giuffre, Patricia 
Chrnko, George Kupres, Janet Pacheco, Madeline 
Reynolds. 

 

Look upon our brothers and sisters who are ill, in 
the midst of illness and pain, may they be united with 
Christ, who heals both body and soul; may they 
know the consolation promised to those who suffer 
and be fully restored to wellness and wholeness.  We 
ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.  Amen. 
 

GRANT ETERNAL REST, LIGHT AND PEACE TO 
ALL especially Christine Prete. 
� �
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Please remember that if you or any family members find 
yourselves in a hospital, be sure to let them know you are a 
parishioner at St. Andrew’s — it doesn’t hurt to say it a few 
times, either!  Whenever we priests, deacons or Eucharistic 
Ministers come to visit, we check the hospital list of 
parishioners printed under “St. Andrew.”   But if you’re not 
listed as a parishioner of St. Andrew, we won’t know you’re 
even there!  We do not want to miss you!  You can always call 
us, too, at the office, ext. 301, or leave a message on our 
Pastoral Care Extension line ext.306.  Thank you.  May the 
Lord Jesus be with you all your days, to love and be loved by 
Him, to honor and serve Him, as He honors and serves us! 
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Rev. Gregor Gorsic, Pastor 
(815) 886-4165 ext. 317 

My dear family of St. Andrew! 
 

 The year of the Eucharist will begin Holy Thursday, 2010.  But for us at St. Andrew’s, we have a special, 
extremely significant celebration coming up this week — our anniversary this Christmas as we celebrate 50 
years of Thanksgiving “through Him, with Him, and in Him” at all our Christmas Masses, especially our 
midnight Mass!  What a great gift from God — our year of the Eucharist begins Christmas!! 
 The Eucharist, the powerful, sacrificial meal of Jesus who comes among us in such a humble fashion, is 
the very heart of our faith and life as individual Catholics and as a Catholic family in the Lord.  Eucharist is 
VITAL, that is, LIFE-GIVING nourishment for your whole family!  One particular father of a family gave this 
testimony:  “One night, many years ago, when my daughters were quite young, I stood in the doorway to their 
bedroom and watched them sleep — two little angels, dreaming in the moonlight.  Moved by their goodness 
and awesome potential, I vowed that, as their father, I would do everything in my power to protect them and 
provide whatever they needed to grow up well.  Fortunately, my wife and I had already implemented one 
family policy that would increase the likelihood of their growing up sound in mind, body, and spirit.  We had 
committed early in our marriage to having dinner together as a family — same time, same place — every night 
of the week, just as our parents had with us.  And now, science is confirming what our parents instinctively 
knew.  Overwhelming evidence shows that having regular family meals is one of the best strategies for 
improving your child’s chances of growing up physically, emotionally, and morally strong.  It is 
good for their spiritual life as well.” 
 Perhaps you’ve come across these recent studies about “Mealtime Matters:  a lifetime of 
good choices begins at the dinner table.”  Stacks of data have revealed how parents can help their 
children improve their grades, their relationships, their health, their futures, and their faith.  The 
secret to this family success?  Sharing meals together.  Something powerful happens just in being 
together and sharing a meal, researchers found consistently.  Just as the family meal strengthens our children’s 
immune systems by providing nutritious food and emotional support, it also strengthens their spiritual immune 
system by providing them strong values to which they can aspire and the emotional fortitude to help them resist 
behaviors that would lead them astray.  ALL OF THIS equally and even more profoundly applies to the Mass!  In 
the Eucharist, we believe that Christ is really and fully present in the bread and wine we share.  We will 
comprehend and welcome Jesus’ Real Presence if we have a strong experience of enjoying the real presence of 
others in our lives, and vice-versa.  What we learn over green beans and spilled milk at the dinner table — 
forgiveness, community, responsibility, a sense of belonging, and love — have meaning as we come to the table 
at the altar.   
 So as we thank God for 50 years of faith and the Eucharist at Christmastime, let us conclude our 50th year 
with an even stronger sense of Thanksgiving for what God has in store for this year and all the years to come! 
 

In Jesus, the Food and Bread of Life for our parish family,  Fr. Gregor 

The memorial bricks have come in! 
 

Many parishioners have asked me over the past years about the metal memorial plates which used to identify the 
memorials/donors of the beautiful landscaping trees in the west parking lot, the first phase of our Foundation for 
the Future Building Campaign.  Unfortunately, due to the many times harsh conditions of our summer heat and 
winter cold, the glue attaching these memorial plates onto the concrete curb wore out over time, so that the 
memorial plates became detached and some lost.  After discussion with our Administration Commission and 
some members of our Foundation for the Future committee, it was decided to replace the memorial plates with 
memorial bricks.  These bricks with the original names etched onto them will be placed in the islands next to the 
individual trees in a more lasting and permanent fashion.  Look for them once winter passes and spring arrives!  I 
thank all of you who donated to this part of our long-term building project for your patience as we came to the 
best resolution of this unforeseen and unexpected problem.  And thank you to all who have and continue to 
support our Foundation for the Future still.  Your vision and faith is a great blessing to yourselves and our parish 
family now and for the next 50 years and beyond!   
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Marta Wysocki, Director of Polish Ministry 
(815) 886-4165 ext. 307 

mwysocki@standrewromeoville.com 

Grudzie�  24     Grudzie�  25 
 5 p.m. w ko� ciele po angielsku   7:30 a.m. w ko� ciele po angielsku 
 5 p.m. hali po angielsku                    9 a.m. w ko� ciele po angielsku 
 7 p.m. w ko� ciele po hiszpa� sku            10:30 a.m. w ko� ciele po angielsku 
10 p.m. w ko� ciele po polsku   12:00 p.m.. w ko� ciele po polsku 
o pó
nocy w ko� ciele po angielsku 
 
Nowy rok: 5 p.m. w ko�ciele po angielsko i 
hiszpa� sku 
 
Stycze�  1 
  9:30 a.m. w ko� ciele po angielsku 
12:00 p.m. w ko� ciele po Polsku 
      7 p.m. w ko� ciele po angielsku i hiszpa� sku 

��������			
��
�   

SPOWIED�  
Grudzie�  21 

7 p.m. 
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Ramona Tagle, Director of Hispanic Ministry 
(815) 886-4165 Ext. 312    rtagle@standrewromeoville.com 

  Lunes, Martes, Miércoles  9:30 am – 4:30 pm 

Cuarto Domingo de Adviento 
 

“BENDITO ES EL FRUTO DE TU VIENTRE” 
Los relatos de Lucas sobre la infancia han sido cuida-

dosamente escritos para demostrar que el niño Jesús que nació 
en Belén es en realidad el Hijo de Dios, el tan esperado Mesías 
de los judíos y el Salvador de todos. En el Evangelio de hoy 
Isabel proclama la buena nueva a María y a todos nosotros: 
que el hijo de María es divino. Isabel dice: “Bendito es el fruto 
de tu vientre. ¿Quién soy yo, para que la madre de mi Señor 
venga a mí?” (Lucas 1:43) Tal como nos lo relata san Lucas, 
antes de que ninguno de los dos hubiera nacido, Juan recono-
ció y anunció la identidad de Jesús como el ungido Hijo de 
Dios mediante las palabras de Isabel. 

La primera y la segunda lectura de este domingo resal-
tan la identidad de Jesús como el Salvador de todos los pue-
blos. En Miqueas escuchamos que “su poder llegará a los con-
fines de la tierra” y en Hebreos se nos recuerda que su muerte 
fue un sacrificio “para todos”. Las Escrituras de hoy deben 
revelarnos el significado total de la Encarnación, la venida de 
Dios en la forma de un humilde niño. 

 
Lecturas de hoy: Miqueas 5:1–4a; Salmo 80:2–3, 15–16, 18–19; Hebre-
os 10:5–10; Lucas 1:39–45 
 
Copyright © 2006, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 
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La Natividad del Señor: Navi-

dad 
 
 

LA ACCIÓN DE DIOS 
¿Por qué celebramos la Navidad 
con tanta alegría? Por más di-
vertidos que sean los regalos, 
las fiestas, las decoraciones, los 
villancicos y otras canciones, no 
son la razón de la Navidad. Lo 
que realmente celebramos es el 

nacimiento de nuestro Salvador, que vino como un niño 
pequeño dos mil años atrás y que vendrá de nuevo al final 
de los tiempos para librarnos de la muerte y del pecado para 
siempre. 

Hoy se celebran dos acciones: la de Dios y la nues-
tra. En el don de Jesucristo, reconocemos la realización de 
la promesa de Dios. La fidelidad de Dios realiza las espe-
ranzas de la humanidad en el transcurso de los siglos hasta 
nuestros días. Se nos promete la paz y toda nuestra esperan-
za se basa en esa promesa. Esta paz no es la paz del mundo, 
la mera ausencia de guerras y conflictos, sino la paz profun-
da que llega al reconocer que el Emmanuel, Dios-con-
nosotros, vive dentro de nosotros esperando ser descubier-
to. Este descubrimiento se lleva a cabo gradualmente para 
algunos y rápidamente para otros, de acuerdo a nuestra ca-
pacidad. Pero es suave y lleno de gracia para todas las per-
sonas que creen, que tienen esperanza y que confían en la 
promesa de Dios. 

 
 

Lecturas de hoy: (Misa del Día) Isaías 52:7–10; Salmo 98:1–6; 
Hebreos 1:1–6; Juan 1:1–18 [1–5, 9–14] 
 
Copyright © 2006, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

 
 

 
 

Sr. Gilberto Morales  
Sr. Antonio Zamora 
Sra. Teresa Rubio 
Sra. Graciela Tobar 
Sra. Maria Molina 
Sra. Maria Villegas  

 
25 Años de Boda 

Sra. Sr. Francisco y Maria  Dolores 
Cortez 
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Mary Tibble , Director of Faith Formation, ext. 503 
Andrea Vasquez, Coordinator of Faith Formation, ext. 504 

St. Andrew the Apostle Faith Formation 
                                                   (815) 886-5962, Fax (815) 886-6624 

 

 

Mary Tibble , Director of Faith Formation, ext. 503 
Andrea Vasquez, Coordinator of Faith Formation, ext. 504  

Faith Formation Office Hours: 
Monday  9:00am-1:00pm    
Tuesday   9:00am-1:00pm    
Wednesday 9:00am-4:00pm    
Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm    
Friday`  9:00am-1:00pm 
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BISHOPS WANT HEALTH CARE REFORM ALIGNED WITH CURREN T ABORTION FUNDING LAWS; URGE SUP-
PORT FOR MENENDEZ AMENDMENT TO WAIVE WAITING PERIOD  FOR LEGAL IMMIGRANTS  
  

Don’t permit federal funds for elective abortion coverage for first time in decades 
Let legal immigrants access health benefits for which they pay taxes 

Three issues for bishops: respect life and conscience; affordability; fair access for immigrants 
  

 The U.S. bishops again urged senators to place Hyde Amendment language into proposed health care reform legislation, a 
step that would  align the legislation with policies now governing all other federal health programs and the just-passed Consolidated 
Appropriations Act.  They made their request in a December 14 letter from Cardinal Daniel DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, chair of 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee on Pro-Life Activities (http://www.usccb.org/healthcare/
DiNardo_1214_letter.pdf) 
            A major problem with the current health care reform legislation in the Senate , Cardinal DiNardo said, is that “it explicitly 
authorizes the use of federal funds to subsidize health plans covering elective abortions for the first time in history.”  The appropria-
tions act contains Hyde language banning federal funding for health coverage that includes elective abortion, and maintains laws pro-
tecting conscience rights such as the Hyde/Weldon Amendment.   
            In a separate letter, also sent Dec. 14, Cardinal DiNardo and Bishop John Wester of Salt Lake City, chair of the bishops’ 
Committee on Migration, and Bishop William Murphy of Rockville Centre, New York, chair of the Domestic Policy Committee, 
urged support of the Menendez Amendment (http://www.usccb.org/healthcare/legalfiveyears.pdf). The Menendez Amendment, pro-
posed by Rep. Robert Menendez (D-NJ), would give states the option to lift the five-year waiting period for legal immigrants to ob-
tain Medicaid coverage.  In supporting the Menendez Amendment, Cardinal DiNardo, Bishop Wester and Bishop Murphy noted that 
“legal immigrants, who work, pay taxes, and are on a path to citizenship, should have access to health care services, such as Medi-
caid, for which they help pay.   “Moreover, providing low-income legal immigrants access to Medicaid would help ensure that the 
general public health of immigrant communities and the nation is served,” they said. 

Website:  www.standrewromeoville.com 
 
PARISH OFFICES 
530 Glen, Romeoville, IL 60446 
(815) 886-4165, Fax (815) 886-6119 
Email:  office@standrewromeoville.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday  8:30 am -  4:30 pm 
 
St. Andrew School 
505 Kingston, Romeoville, IL 60446 
(815) 886-5953, Fax (815) 293-2016 
 
St. Andrew Faith Formation 
505 Kingston, Romeoville, IL 60446 
(815) 886-5962, Fax (815) 886-6624 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Saturday 4:00 pm and 5:30 pm 
Sunday 7:30 am 
  8:45 am En Español - Iglesia 
  9:00 am (English)  - Hall 
  10:30 am (English) - Church 
  10:30 am (po Polsku) - Hall 
  12:00noon Po Polsku -Church 
  12:00noon (English)  - Hall 
    6:30 pm Family Youth Mass 
Weekdays 7:00 am and 8:00 am 
School Mass  8:15 am Wednesdays 
 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays 3:15 — 4 pm 
Wednesdays  5:30 — 7 pm with Adoration 
Seasonal Services and by appointment. 
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Oplatki Wafers, A Polish Christmas Eve Tradition 
 

Christmas Eve has always occupied a special place for those of Polish and eastern European heritage.  The 
Oplatki custom which originated in Poland, was also adopted by the people of Lithuania and the Czech and 
Slovak peoples.  The Oplatki, meaning “holy bread,” are large, thin, rectangular wafers which are embossed 
with figures of the Christ Child, or other Nativity scenes.  Traditionally, the white Oplatki is eaten by humans, 
while the household animals are given the pink wafer.  The Polish people honor the family animals since 
animals were the only eye witnesses to Christ’s birth, besides Mary and Joseph. 
 
The family gathers at the table to take part in the Oplatki-sharing ritual.  The eldest member then takes the 
Oplatki wafer, breaks it and shares it with the next in line.  Each then shares pieces of the Oplatki with 
everyone else in the gathering.  The sharing ritual is accompanied by kisses, embraces and the exchange of 
best wishes or blessings.  Typical wishes might be: “I wish you much health, happiness and the Lord’s 
bountiful blessings.”  Children are often wished that they get good grades in school, be well-behaved and be 
their parents’ pride and joy.  This is a tender and touching moment of love and forgiveness when past grudges 
are forgotten and the true meaning of Christmas remembered. 
 
A limited amount of Oplatki is available.  Donations are appreciated.   

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Parish Office 

will be closed for Christmas/New Year’s 
from  

December 24th thru January 3rd. 
The office will 

reopen on January 4, 2010 
at 8:30 am. 
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Sue Psenicka, Director of Liturgy & Worship 
(815) 886-4165 ext. 314 

spsenicka@standrewromeoville.com 

ST. ANDREW THE APOSTLE 
 

HOLY FAMILY 
 
 

 
 

This Week the Holy Family will be visiting  
8:45 am Mass 

 

Lucia Gonzales y Familia 

�

�������	��
����
�������  
 

Reconciliation (Monday, December 21st) 
 7:00 pm – Church 
       

Christmas Eve Masses (Thursday, December 24th) 
     5:00 pm – Children’s Mass – English - Church 
     5:00 pm – English - Hall 
     7:00 pm – Spanish - Church  
     10:00 pm – Polish - Church  
     12:00 midnight – English - Church 
 

Christmas Day Masses  (Friday, December 25th)  
     7:30 am – English - Church  
     9:00 am – English – Church 
     10:30 am – English - Church 
     12:00 noon – Polish – Church 
(No evening Mass on Christmas Day) 
 

New Year’s Eve (Thursday, December 31st) 
 5:00 pm – Bi-ling. – Church 
                            (English / Spanish) 
 

New Year’s Day (Friday, January 1st) 
 9:30 am – English – Church 
 12:00 noon – Polish – Church 
 7:00 pm – Bi-ling. – Church 
                            (English / Polish) 

Natural Family Planning classes teach a couple 
fertility awareness and respect for the live-giving 
and love-giving natures of marriage.  All engaged 
and married couples are invited to attend classes.  
Please call Jim and Karen Hatfield at 815-744-6339 
for more information. 

2010 Calendars 
 

Due to unforeseen events, 
the 2010 Calendars will 

not be available until approximately the 
second week of January.  We are sorry for 
any inconvenience this may cause. 

HE IS BORN ! 
 

Just as Jesus and John the Baptist leapt 
in their mother’s womb, we too leap 
for JOY today as we anticipate the 
birth of Our Lord, Our Savior! 
This week, and always, in the words of 
Pope Benedict XVI, we should “pray 
in a special way for the birthplace of 
our Redeemer and for the men and 
women who live and suffer there.  
Look, O Lord, upon this corner of the 
earth, your homeland, which is so very 
dear to you!  Let your light shine upon 
it!  Let it know peace!” 
My family and I wish you a very 
Merry and Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy and Healthy 2010 filled 
with all good things! 
 
Keep a song in your heart, 
Sue 
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Sr. Dorothy Kinsella, OSF, Director of Adult Education, RCI886-4165 ext. 308   -                                     
 dkinsella@standrewromeoville.com 
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%Mary most perfectly embodies the obedience 
of faith.  By faith Mary welcomes the tidings 
and promise brought by the angel 
Gabriel.”  (Catechism of the Catholic Church 148) 
 
“The more docile we are to the prompting of 
grace, the more we grow in inner freedom and 
confidence during trials. . . . The Holy Spirit 
educates us in spiritual freedom in order to 
make us free collaborators in his work in the 
Church and in the world.”  (CCC1742) 
 
“The Son of God Jesus Christ, as man, in the 
ardent prayer of his Passion, enabled the Holy 
Spirit. . . To transform that humanity into a 
perfect sacrifice through the act of his death as 
the victim of love on the Cross.”  
               (Pope John Paul II Dominum et Vivificatem) 
                                                                                              
   

Celebrating the Lectionary  2009                                                 
Liturgy Training Publications 

  

This Sunday, the Scriptures remind us of the 
Church’s Tradition as expressed in Roman 
Catholic teaching. 
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St. Andrew the Apostle School 
505 Kingston, Romeoville, IL 60446 
(815) 886-5953, Fax (815) 293-2016 
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Manna 
 
Manna Certificates will be available for sale in Room 111 in the junior high wing from 8:00 am – 
10:30 am starting on December 20th. Manna will be available at the Parish Office until December 
23rd. 
 
Reminder:  there will be no Manna for sale on the 27th of December or the 3rd of January. 
Thank you.  Any questions call Bernadette at 815-886-4165, ext. 303. 

NEEDED:  MINISTER OF CARE 
 
A MINISTER OF CARE IS NEEDED TO BRING THE EUCHARIST TO THOSE IN ST. JOSEPH’S 
AND EDWARDS HOSPITALS ON TUESDAYS.  IF YOU ARE WILLING AND ABLE TO GIVE A 
LITTLE TIME, PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE AT 815-886-4165, EXT. 301.  EVEN IF YOU 
ARE CURRENTLY NOT A MINISTER OF CARE, TRAINING IS AVAILABLE.  PLEASE CONSIDER 
SHARING THIS BEAUTIFUL GIFT WITH OTHERS. 
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VOCATION PRAYER CALENDAR 
Priests, Deacons, Seminarians & Women & 

Men Religious in the Diocese of Joliet 

DECEMBER 
20 Frs. Richard Smith & John D. Sullivan 
21 Dcns. Peter Rooney, Thomas Ross, Kevin Ryan, 
Terry Safko, Thomas Sagenbrech, Luis Saltigerald 
22 Frs. Jess Testa & Gerald Tivy 
23 Srs. Jill nDeamer, Mary Guido, Joyce Kamp & 
Eileen McCabe, rc—Margaret Brennan RSM 
24 Frs. Frank Vitus & Theodore Weitzel 
25 Frs. Charles Wheeler & Denis White 
26 Srs. Maria Pesavento, Susan Rosenbach, M. 
Josephine Rosencranz, Olive Rowley, Maria Bui, 
Kathleen Ann Copp, M. Clarence Golla & Madelyn 
Gould, OSF 

The Gospel today tells of the Virgin Mary, pregnant 
herself, hurrying off to help her cousin, Elizabeth.  
The model of good stewardship, she who had given 
herself to bear the Savior gave her time and love to 
others as well. 

Shepherds Table 

Meet at Parish Office at 8:30 and return by 1:30. Anyone 
under 18 must have a  permission slip which I provide.  I 
need 10–12 people each time we go. When groups of 
youth come, please include having at least 2 adults. I also 
request that I be informed at least 3 weeks ahead of that 
date to make sure we have enough people going. Please 
contact Terry Hinchey at 815-886-0933 after 7pm.  
Thank you. 

December 27, 2009 
January 24, 2010 February 28, 2010 
March 28, 2010 April 25, 2010 
May 23, 2010 June 27, 2010 
July 25, 2010 August 22, 2010 
September 26, 2010 October 24, 2010 
November 28, 2010 December 26, 2010 

 

Nicholas Kozak, Michael Mysliwiec, LCPL Joshua 
Miller, Joshua, Joseph, & Michael  Ochoa, Sgt. Mihajlo 
Basic, Nicholas Pettke, Col. Lonnie Harrelson, Jeffery 
Silba, Corey Boyer, Joseph Miller, Joseph T. Sabina, 
Christopher Bill, Kyle & Shannon Nelson, James Dean 
Johnson, David Hornbeck and all our men and women in 
the military.  

PRAYERS OF THE PARISH 

In The Stillness of the Night 
 

The Sisters of St. Francis of Mary Immaculate (Joliet 
Franciscan Sisters) invite you to join them for an hour 
of prayer and reflection in an Advent Taizé Service.  
The prayer, In the Stillness of the Night, will take place 
on Tuesday, December 22, 2009 at 7pm at the Joliet 
Franciscan Center, 1433 Essington Road, Joliet, 
Illinois.  Come join us for an hour of prayer and 
reflection.  For more information, please call Sr. Barb 
at 815-725-8735, ext. 115. 
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The Upper Room: A Support Service for Priests, Deacons & Brothers 
 

Volunteers are needed as phone line operators for The Upper Room 
 

�  Are you a person who cares about our clergy? 
�  Are you a “compassionate listener”? 
�  Do you have 4-6 hours of “free time” a week? 
 

All volunteers attend a 16-session accredited training program taught by certified 
experts in their field to prepare them for answering calls. The next session begins 
January 11, 2010 at the University of St. Francis in Joliet. 
 
Please help our priests by volunteering for The Upper Room, located in Joliet. 
For information or to register contact Sr. Mary Frances Seeley, OSF: 815-341-9124. 
Please view our web site: http://www.theupperroomcrisishotline.org 

St. Andrew the Apostle Conference 
…sharing God’s love… 

  
The candle symbolizes Christ as the light of the world. 

As we prepare for Christmas we pray for those who live in doubt;  
may our lives be a sign of faith. 

The star guided the wise men to our Savior. 
As we prepare for Christmas we pray for those who live in fear and oppression;  

may our lives be a sign of hope. 
The angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace and good will toward men.” 

As we prepare for Christmas we pray for those who do not experience God’s love;  
may our lives be a sign of charity. 

  
If in need our confidential helpline number is 815-886-4165 ext. 304. 
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